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Council  House, 
Halesowen. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  19 69 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Halesowen. 


Vital  Statistics 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  51 >930  as  against  51>180  at 
the  corresponding  time  of  the  previous  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  once  again  vital  statistics 
titeefc  reflect  credit  on  the  people  of  the  Borough  and  their  professional 
advisers.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  women  from  causes 
associated  with  pregnancy  or  child-bearing)  is  nil  for  th»  ninth 
successive  year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  (the  number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births)  is  9.5  as  compared  with  a 
corresponding  national  figure  of  18.0.  The  birth  rate,  death  rate  and 
stillbirth  rates  are  practically  indentical  with  corresponding  rates  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Causes  of  Mortality  in  1969 

The  general  trends  are  similar  to  those  of  recent  years,  diseases  of 
the  heart  and  arteries  once  again  taking  a heavy  toll. 

In  my  Annnual  report  for  1968  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer 
was  31  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough  up  to  that  time.  It  is 
distressing  to  find  that  the  figure  for  19&9  has  gone  up  to  41  • Some 
people  still  need  to  be  convinced  that  lung  cancer  has  become  a common 
killer  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  compare  the  number  of  the  deaths 
from  this  cause  (41)  with  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Borough  during  19&9 
from  bronchitis  and  emphysema  (40) , malignant  disease  of  the  breast  (15)> 
motor  vehicle  accidents  (5). 

This  brings  me  once  more  to  the  subject  of  cigarette  smoking  which  is 
believed  to  be  responsible  for  nine  out  of  ten  lung  cancer  deaths.  The 
same  habit  is  believed  to  cause  three  out  of  four  deaths  due  to  chronic 
bronchitis  and  one  out  of  four  deaths  due  to  coronary  heart  disease. 

Dr.  William  Stewart,  Surgeon  General  in  the  United  States  wrote  in 
1968  that  "The  proposition  that  cigarette  smoking  is  hazardous  to  human 
health  is  no  longer  controversial"  and  added  that  "The  life  span  of  a 
two  pack  a day  smoker  is  reduced  by  8.3  years1, . 

The  findings  in  Great  Britain  are  very  similar. 

(Correction:-  In  the  foreword  of  my  1968  Annual  Report  the  number  of 
deaths  from  lung  cancer  was  given  as  33  owing  to  an  error.  The  correct 
figure  is  31  as  shown  on  page  19  of  the  same  Report). 


Control  of  Infectious  Disease 

The  usual  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year  without  major 
incident. 

Vaccination  against  measles  which  had  been  started  in  1968  was 
continued  in  1969.  The  future  will  show  the  full  effect  of  this. 

There  was  a severe  outbreak  of  influenza  in  the  area  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Certain  categories  of  Council  employees  had  been  offered 
protection  by  vaccination  some  months  earlier  and  some  had  accepted. 
This  probably  reduced  the  disruption  to  services  caused  by  the  epidemic. 
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Precautions  against  Imported  Disease 


During  the  year  typhoid  infection  was  introduced  to  other  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom  by  returning  holidaymakers  from  North  Africa,, 
Persons  arriving  in  the  Borough  from  that  area  via  Birmingham  airport 
v/ere  visited  by  me.  There  was  no  suspicious  case  of  typhoid  fever. 

One  lady  who  worked  as  a cook  supervisor  in  the  school  meal  service 
was  excluded  from  work  for  three  weeks  as  a precaution  after  a visit  to 
Tangier. 


Posters  on  Verrucae 

The  need  for  advice  on  the  avoidance  of  verrucae  had  been  felt  for 
some  tine  and,  as  no  posters  on  the  subject  were  available  from  any 
source,  Mr.  D.A.  Spurrier,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  I 
designed  a poster  for  display  in  schools  and  swimming  baths. 


The  Halesowen  Home  Safety  Committee 

This  committee,  which  is  financed  by  the  Borough  Council  continued 
its  efforts  to  increase  awareness  of  domestic  hazards.  It  may  be 
relevant  that  for  the  year  19&9,  five  deaths  are  listed  as  ’motor  vehicle 
accidents'  and  16  as  'all  other  accidents'.  Of  the  latter  12  are  women, 
all  in  the  older  age-groups.  It  is  very  likely  that  most  or  all  of  the 
accidents  occurred  at  home. 

During  the  year  talks  and  film  shows  on  home  safety  were  shown  to 
various  groups.  The  publication  of  a monthly  column  on  the  subject  in 
the  'Circular'  was  continued,  the  space  being  kindly  afforded  free  of 
charge  by  the  proprietor,  Mr.  H.  Taylor.  A basic  kit  for  poster  display 
was  purchased  and  displays  wore  shown  in  the  shopping  precinct  and  the 
libraries,  including  a display  on  firework  hazards  at  the  appropriate 
time  of  year. 

15>000  paper  bags  were  distributed  by  the  Committee  to  the  pharmacists 
of  the  Borough.  Each  bag  carried  the  following  captions 


"Always  Lock  Pills  and  Medicines  away  from  Children" 

"Flush  away  or  Burn  All  Unused  Pills  and  Medicines" 

"Never  take  Pills  or  Medicines  prescribed  for  Others" 

"Never  take  Medicines  in  the  Dark" 

A fireguard  was  purchased  by  the  Committee  for  an  elderly  family 
at  the  request  of  the  Halesowen  Fire  Officer. 


Some  thoughts  on  Nutrition 

Overnutrition  resulting  in  excessive  weight  is  now  a far  greater 
problem  than  undernutrition.  With  regard  to  coronary  heart  disease 
in  particular,  control  of  weight  is  one  of  the  principal  methods  of 
reducing  the  risk,  the  others  being  avoidance  of  cigarette  smoking  and 
regular  exercise.  Also  important  though  less  easily  arranged  is  to 
come  of  long-lived  stock  and  to  belong  to  the  female  sex  as  women  are 
much  less  liable  to  coronary  disease  than  men.  In  addition,  some 
protection  is  given  by  a low  blood  pressure  and  a hard  drinking  water  and 
it  is  possible  that  a placid  temperament  improves  an  individual's  chances. 
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To  return  to  the  subject  of  nutrition,  there  are  certain  nisconceptions 
very  commonly  held  and  encouraged  by  advertising.  One  is  that  it  is 
essential  for  health  and  energy  to  take  frequent  snacks  throughout  the 
day.  This  practice  nay  be  compared  to  a motorist  with  a petrol  tank 
almost  full,  stopping  at  every  petrol  pump  to  top  up.  Snacks  between 
meals  usually  consist  of  carbohydrates  of  which  most  diets  already 
contain  an  excessive  amount  and  are  therefore  likely  to  do  harm  rather 
than  good. 

"Health  foods"  are  another  subjeot  on  which  there  are  many  false 
ideas.  Miss  Dorothy  Hollingsworth,  the  director  of  the  British  Nutrition 
Foundation  has  recently  drawn  attention  to  this,  remarking  that  ignorance 
about  the  nutritional  value  of  food  leads  some  people  to  feel  that  only 
"health  foods"  are  healthy. 

"The  intelligentsia,  more  than  any  other  section  of  the  public,  seem 
to  subscribe  to  this  particular  theory,  which  is  not  founded  on  fact",  she 
says.  "It  may  well  be  that  through  their  ignorance  of  dietary  principles 
and  safeguards  provided  by  both  government  and  industries,  the  middle 
classes  are,  for  once,  not  getting  the  best  food  value  for  money.  A 
nixed  diet  consisting  of  ordinary  food  as  found  in  a shop  is  in  general 
safe,  healthy  and  nutritious,  and  much  cheaper". 

I agree  with  Miss  Hollingsworth  on  this.  It  would  in  my  opinion 
be  helpful  if  secondary  school  children  were  taught  more  both  about 
nutrition  and  about  the  importance  of  resisting  the  brainwashing  by 
advertising  to  which  we  are  all  subjected  every  day  of  our  lives. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
This  post  was  not  filled  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


An©  a of*  the  di  strict  o..o....c.oeo.ooo.'>.o.G«... 5 > 2 37  a Cl*©  s 


Population  census,  19 61  ••••.•©••o.©...oo.......eo®...©...o  44 , AA5 

Population  (R.G-’ s est.  June  1969)  •••«•••••• .........  5*1  >930 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1969)  • » ©.... ,.<,.©  £2,393>963 

Sun  represented  by  the  penny  rate  (est.)  £9>900 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  at  the  end  of  1969  18,376 

Number  of  persons  per  dwelling  2.8 


Deaths  in  Halesowen 

Male  Female  Total 

314  254  568 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  ..  10.93 

Area  comparability  factor  1.09 

Adjusted  death  rate . 11.91 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wale s . . . . . 11.9 


The  adjusted  death  rate  is  obtainable  by  multiplying  the  crude 
death  rate  by  the  comparability  factor. 

The  following  vital  statistics  relate  to  mothers  and  infants  for  1969: 


Live  Births: 

Number  ...... 842 

Rate  per  1,000  population 1 6.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent,  of  total  live  births)..  2,96 

Stillbirths: 

Number 12 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 14o05 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  854 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  «, 8 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  9.5 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  9.79 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births Nil 


Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
total  live  births) 


(deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000 


Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births)  

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  one 

week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ... 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  including  abortion  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births  for  Halesowen  


Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  infant  deaths  under  4 weeks  per 
1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales  

Birth  rate  adjusted  by  comparability  factor  of  0.96  .... 


Birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales 


Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  0 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Death  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  England  and 

Wale s,  per  million  population  

Corresponding  figure  for  Halesowen,  per  million  population  .. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  per  million,  England  and 

Wale s .c. ..........  •«.»«. .»o.oooo..«..e.»....o... ....... 

Corresponding  figure  for  Halesowen  (41  deaths)  

Other  oanoe-r  per  million,  England  and  Wales  

Corresponding  figure  for  Halesowen 


4.75 

3.56 

17.56 

Nil 

12.0 

15.55 

16.3 

13.2 
2 3.4 
18.0 

22 

Nil 

609 

789 

1,361 

1,463 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the 
Borough  of  Halesowen 


1.  (a)  Public  Health  Officers 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  given  on  page  3. 
(b)  Laboratory  Facilities 


The  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Worcester  County  Laboratory  by  the 
County  Analyst,  Mr,  W.E,  Jones,  M.Sc. ,F,R,I.C. 


Bacteriological  work  is  done  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  under  the  Medical  Director, 

Dr,  R.J,  Henderson,  M.D.,Ch.B, 

2,  Ambulance  Service 

The  ambulance  service  is  provided  by  the  Worcester shire  County 
Council  and  during  the  year  six  ambulances  and  fifteen  whole-time 
drivers  were  employed.  The  ambulances  are  radio-controlled  and  a 
twenty-four  hour  service  is  operated  from  the  station. 

The  hospitals  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  in  addition 
to  those  in  the  City  of  Birmingham  and  the  County  Borough  of 
Wolverhampton  are  the  Corbett  Hospital  and  Wordsley  Hospital  at 
Stourbridge,  the  Guest  Hospital  at  Dudley,  and  the  Bromsgrove  General 
Hospital. 


Maternity  cases  are  taken  to  the  Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Hospital 
at  Stourbridge,  the  Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital  Queen  Elizabeth 
Medical  Centre,  and  premature  babies  to  the  Unit  at  the  Marston  Green 
Hospital,  Birmingham. 


Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  are  carried  by  the 
special  ambulance  stationed  at  the  Hayley  Green  Hospital. 


3*  County  Council  and  Voluntary  Agency  Services 


The  Worcestershire  County  Council  are  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Authority  for  the  area.  In  conjunction  with  the  W.V.S.  there 
is  a "Home  Help"  and  "Meals  on  Wheels"  service. 

4*  Tuberculosis 

Sanatorium  treatment  and  the  provision  of  dispensary  treatment  are 
the  responsibility  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

3*  Infectious  Diseases 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  admitted  to  Hayley  Green  Hospital. 

This  hospital  is  under  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
administered  by  Group  17*  Dudley,  Stourbridge  and  District  Hospital 
Group,  Birmingham  Region. 

6.  School  Clinics,  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Sessions 

These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  the  District  has 
three  centres:  Hill  and  Cakemore,  Halesowen  and  Cradley. 

7.  Welfare  Foods 

Distribution  of  welfare  food  is  carried  out  from  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres,  and  three  shops  in  the  Borough. 


SECTION  C 


Housing 

Details  of  the  inspection  of  houses  are  given  later  in  the  report. 

In  1969,  862  dwellings  were  erected,  555  hy  the  local  authority,  3 hy 
other  local  authorities  and  304  privately.  The  Council  at  31st  December, 
1969  owned  52  32  dwellings. 


SECTION  D 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  are  maintained  by  the  County  Council, 
During  the  year,  most  babies  were  being  immunised  with  triple  antigen  to 
confer  immunity  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus.  The 
number  of  children  treated  at  the  clinics  and  by  the  General  Practitioners 
during  1 9&9  was  as  follows: - 


Primary  Treatment 

Boosting 

Completed 

Doses 

Under  five  years 

449 

447 

Five  to  1 5 years 

34 

701 

483 

1148 
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Tuberculosis 


Eight  new  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Age  Periods 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

Age  unknown 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulncnary 

7 1 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 


1 

1 


2 


Cases  remaining  on  Tuberculosis  register:- 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulncnary 


Male  Female 

Male 

Female 

1968 

51  44 

6 

12 

1969 

54  44  6 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

13 

Year 

New  Notifications 

Deaths 

1957 

16 

3 

1958 

18 

2 

1959 

21 

- 

I960 

14 

3 

1961 

11 

- 

1962 

7 

3 

1963 

7 

4 

1964 

10 

1 

1965 

6 

1 

1966 

7 

- 

1967 

12 

1 

1968 

2 

1 

1969 

7 

- 17  - 

- 

Deaths  fron  Cancer  of  Lung,  Bronchus 


Year 

Males 

Female  s 

1950 

10 

1 

1951 

13 

1 

1952 

9 

2 

1953 

8 

2 

1954 

10 

1 

1955 

18 

1 

1956 

12 

2 

1957 

9 

1 

1958 

22 

2 

1959 

15 

2 

i960 

27 

- 

1961 

14 

1 

1962 

14 

2 

1963 

19 

2 

1964 

15 

1 

1965 

25 

1 

1966 

20 

4 

1967 

17 

2 

1968 

27 

4 

1969 

36 

5 
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Notifiable  Diseases,1 969 
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Infective  Jaundice 


Public  Health  Department, 


Council  House, 
Halesowen. 

January,  1971. 


hNNU/Ji  REPORT  OE  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


The  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  1969  is  presented 
against  a background  of  an  expanding  Borough  in  which  the  community  is 
becoming  more  and  more  interested  in  improving  the  environment.  People 
are  asking  for  example  fur  higher  standards  in  the  preparation  and 
distribution  of  food  and  in  its  presentation  and  sale;  they  are 
becoming  more  interested  in  the  reduction  of  avoidable  air  pollution 
and  the  increasing  problem  of  noise  both  from  industrial  premises  and 
from  motor  traffic. 

¥e  know  the  answers  to  many  of  the  problems  and  the  one  real  constraint 
is  the  amount  of  money  which  the  community  is  prepared  to  spend 
to  improve  living  conditions.  Smoke  control  for  example  brings  about  a 
rapid  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  air  we  breathe;  the  speed 
with  which  we  have  a smoke-free  Borough  depends  entirely  on  the  amount 
of  money  wo  make  available  to  bring  it  about.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  some  technical  problems  in  respect  of  industiial  plant  to  which  all 
the  answers  are  not  yet  known.  A particular  example  is  the  operation  of 
ironfoundries  which,  even  when  they  are  v/ell  managed,  do  c ause  local 
pollution  and  noise  problems. 

This  Report  has  been  prepared  by  technical  and  clerical  staff  who  have 
displayed  a great  deal  of  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  their  work.  We  are 
indebted  to  our  colleagues  in  other  departments  and  in  particular  to  the 
Town  Clerk,  Mr.  J.  B.  McCooke  and  his  staff  and  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  interest  and  encouragement. 


A.  ARCHER 
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DEMOLITION,  REPAIR  AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSES 


The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1969  was 
18,376  and  this  figure  is  steadily  increasing  as  council  and  private 
development  continues.  There  are  5,250  council  houses  of  which 
1,766  were  built  before  1945* 

Slum  clearance 

The  Council  began  dealing  with  unfit  houses  in  the  1930’s  and  by  the 
outbreak  of  war  in  1939  had  made  405  demolition  and  closing  orders. 

Progress  from  1945  "to  the  end  of  1969  was  as  follows 


dwellings 

undertakings  accepted  21 

closing  orders  39 

demolition  orders  371 

clearance  orders  (38)  346 

compulsory  purchase  orders  (22)  399 

council  owned  property: 

- included  in  clearance  areas  4 

- certified  as  unfit  34 

total  1,214 

Of  this  total  of  1,214  dwellings,  1,124  have  been  dealt  with  since  1955. 

Property  dealt  with  during  1969 
Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

dwellings 

houses  reported  as  unfit  23 

demolition  orders  made  14- 

closing  orders  made  7 

undertakings  accepted  1 

total  45 
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Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

The  following  clearance  areas  were  declared  during  the  year:- 

dw  el  lings 

Beaumont  Road  No.  1 3 

Beecher  Road  No.  1 2 

Beecher  Road  No.  2 2 

Beecher  Road  No.  3 3 

Belle  Vale  No,  2 4 

Coombs  Road  No.  1 9 

Gorsty  Hill  Road  No.  1 4 

Hagley  Road  No.  3 6 

Lodgefield  Road  No.  1 9 

Malt  Mill  Lane  No.  6 2 

Narrow  Lane  No.  1 10 

New  John  Street  No.  3 12 

Nimmings  Road  No.  1 10 

Olive  Lane  No.  2 19 

Queen  Street  No.  1 2 

Queen  Street  No.  2 3 

Was sell  Road  No.  1 4 

Whitehall  Road  No.  1 7' 

total  111 

The  following  orders  were  made  and  submitted  to  the  Minister  of 

Housing  and  Local  Government  during  the  year:-  , , , . 

dwellings 

Beecher  Road  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  19&9  12 

Cocksheds  Lane  No.  2 Compulsory  Fur  chase  Order  19&9  7 

Colley  Lane  No.  2 Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1968  5 

Hill  & Cakemore  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  19&9  151 

New  John  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1969  19 

Olive  Lane  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1969  19 

Queen  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  19&9  9 

Butchers  Lane  No.  4 Clearance  Order  1968  4 

Cocksheds  Lane  No.  1 Clearance  Order  19&9  5 

Hagley  Road  No.  3 Clearance  Order  1969  6 

Narrow  Lane  No.  1 Clearance  Order  19&9  10 

Nimmings  Road  No.  1 Clearance  Order  1969  10 

Wassell  Road  No,  1 Clearance  Order  1969  4 

total  26l 
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The  following  orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  during  the  year:- 

dwellings 

Colley  Lane  No.  2 Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1968  5 

Butchers  Lane  No.  4 Clearance  Order  1968  4 

Furlong  Lane  No.  1 Clearance  Order  1968  5 

total  14 

Rehousing  from  slum  clearance  property  during  1969 

During  the  year  the  Council  rehoused  families  from  the  following 
properties  subject  to  orders  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957:- 

from  property  dealt  with  under  Part  II  15 

from  property  dealt  with  under  Part  III  50 

total  65 

Dwellings  demolished  during  1969 


73,  74  and  75,  Birmingham  Street 

12,  Butchers  Lane 

3,  5 and  6,  Gorsty  Hill  Road 

87,  Hag ley  Road 

75  ana  77,  High  Street 

53,  Lyde  Green 
16,  Mogul  Lane 

54,  Net he rend  Lane 

138,  140,  142  and  144,  Park  Road 
25,  27,  29  and  31,  Wall  Well 
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Improvement  of  houses 


Improvement  areas 


The  surveys  in  the  Hill  & Cakemore  and  Cradley  districts  continued 
throughout  the  year,  and  as  a result  two  possible  general  improvement 
areas  were  identified,  one  in  Cradley  and  one  in  Hill  & Cakemore. 

Working  parties  consisting  of  representatives  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government,  the  Town  Clerk’s  Department,  the  Public 
Health  Department,  the  Borough  Surveyor's  Department,  the  Borough 
Treasurer's  Department  and  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  Planning 
Department  were  formed  and  district  plans  for  Cradley  and  for  Hill  & 
Cakemore  were  produced'.  In  each  case  a general  improvement  area 
forms  part  of  the  plan  and  the  plans  also  deal  with  the  re-development 
of  clearance  and  other  derelict  areas. 

There  is  a reassessment  of  shopping  facilities,  community  services 
and  the  situation  with  regard  to  education,  employment  and  traffic, 
together  with  some  suggestions  as  to  how  the  various  problems  might 
be  solved. 

By  the  end  of  1969  discussions  with  the  residents  of  Cradley  had 
started  and  other  meetings  to  discuss  the  district  plan  at  Hill  & 
Cakemore  were  being  planned. 

Improvement  grants 


Standard  grants 


applications 
received  approved 

grants 

paid  refused 

amount 

paid 

number  of  houses 
tenanted  owner  occupied 

£ 

| 

1964 

66 

59 

r*- 

co 

rx'N 

5,500 

3 

35 

1965 

39 

37 

32 

4,737 

2 

30 

1966 

38 

35 

23 

3,857 

3 

20 

1967 

w. 

42 

23 

3,373 

5 

18 

! 

1968 

50 

41 

50  1 

8,353 

17 

33 

1969 

46 

36 

39 

6,014 

15 

24  ! 

amenities  provided: - 

fixed  bath 

28 

wash-hand  basin 

30 

hot  water  supply 

31 

water  closet 

33 

food  store 

29 
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Discretionary  grants 


applications 

received  approved 

grants 

paid  refused 

amount 

paid 

number  of  houses 

! 

tenanted  owner  occupied 1 

1 

i 1964 
1965 

1 1966 

1 1967 

1 1968 

1 1969 

10  8 

5 4 

1 

1 1 

2 2 

2 1 

8 2 

6 1 

2 1 

3 

1 

£ 

1,835 

1,845 

503 

922 

382 

i 

1 7 

1 5 

1 1 

2 1 

1 

The  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  has  remained  at  about 
the  same  level  as  in  previous  years.  The  number  of  enquiries  increased 
substantially  after  the  Housing  Act  1969  came  into  operation,  and  this 
is  likely  to  increase  the  number  of  applications  in  1970. 


Repair  and  maintenance  of  duellings: 

Complaints  of  disrepair  have  been  dealt  with  as  follows 

Informal  notices  requiring  work  to  be  carried  out  21 

Statutory  notices  (s.93  Public  Health  xict,  1936) 

requiring  repair  work  to  be  carried  out  8 


\ 


- 25  - 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  supplied  to  the  Borough  is  from  boreholes  at  Churchill  and 
at  Hag ley,  and  from  the  Hayley  Green  Works  which  is  fed  from  the 
Birmingham  Corporation  Elan  Aqueduct.  ^ALl  supplies  are  satisfactory 
both  in  quality  and  quantity  and  are  not  subject  to  plumbo  solvency. 

Only  the  Hayley  Green  works  supply  showed  any  measurable  amount  of 
fluoride,  the  supply  being  affected  by  the  introduction  of  fluoride 
by  Birmingham  Corporation  Water  Department.  The  average  fluoride 
content  for  the  year  was  0.94  p.p.m. 

All  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  direct  from  the  public  mains. 
During  1969  the  following  samples  of  water  were  taken: - 


Churchill  Pumping  Station  52  raw 
Hagley  Pumping  Station  101  ra w 
Hayley  Green  Works  50  raw 


52  chlorinated 
50  chlorinated 
50  chlorinated 


Two  samples  of  raw  water  from  the  Hagley  Pumping  Station  and  seven 
samples  of  raw  waxer  from  the  Hayley  Green  Works  contained  coliform 
bacteria.  All  other  samples,  however,  were  satisfactory  both 
biologically  and  chemically. 


Fifty  samples  taken  direct  from  the  service  main  at  the  Fire  Station, 
Hagley  Road,  were  also  satisfactory  as  were  nine  taken  at  Waxland  Road. 
The  chemical  results  are  as  follows :- 


alkalinity  (CaCO^) 

chlorides  (Cl) 

ammoniacal  nitrogen  (il) 

albuminoid  nitrogen  (N) 

oxidised  nitrogen  (N) 

oxygen  absorbed  (3  hr.  at  27°C) 

temporary  hardness 

permanent  hardness 

total  hardness 

iron  (Fe) 

manganese  (Mn) 


Y/axland  Road 

parts 


Fire  Station 
per  rail  lion 


110  110 

21.9  22.0 


trace 

trace 

6.3 

0.12 

110 

66 

176 

0.06 

nil 


trace 

trace 

6.4 

0.12 

110 

68 

178 

trace 

nil 
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The  following  main  extensions  were  carried  out  in  Halesowen  during  1969:- 


size  of  mains  3" 

4" 

6" 

site 

Hurst  Green  Estate 

97 

Tanhouse  Lane 

31 

80 

117 

Newfield  Park  Estate 

72 

473 

Green  Lane 

73 

491 

Hay seech 

52 

301 

805 

Mucklow  Hill 

12 

Slims  Gate 

129 

Park  Road 

1070 

Mogul  Lane  ) 

Netherend  Lane  ) 

62 

total 

228 

1645 

1992 

SEWERaGE  iiND  DRiilNAGE 

The  main  sewerage  for  the  Borough  and  the  treatment  of  sewage  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Upper  Stour  Main  Drainage  .authority,  whose 
district  is  comprised  of  the  Boroughs  of  Halesowen  and  Stourbridge 
and  parts  of  the  County  Boroughs  of  Dudley  and  War  ley. 


The  Authority  consists  of  twelve  members  drawn  from  the  constituent 
authorities  as  follows 


Dudley  County  Borough  Council 
Warley  County  Borough  Council 
Halesowen  Borough  Council 
Stourbridge  Borough  Council 


- 6 members 

- 2 members 

- 2 members 

- 2 members 


There  have  been  no  major  changes  during  1969  in  the  systems  of  trunk 
sewers  administered  by  the  Drainage  Authority  within  the  Borough. 

Work  cn  the  % mile  long  sewer  from  Manor  Lane  to  New  Road  was  completed 
during  the  year  and  this  will  relieve  the  surcharge  conditions  in  the 
Rumbow  and  other  tributory  sewers. 


Tenders  are  to  be  invited  in  September  1970  for  the  construction  of  the 
Park  Lane  sewer  and  it  was  anticipated  that  work  would  start  soon  after. 
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Sewage  disposal 


The  Authority's  new  Freehold  Treatment  Works  at  Lye  provides  full 
treatment  for  a maximum  of  nine  million  gallons  per  day.  The  works 
v^as  commissioned  in  August,  1967 , and  is  producing  effluent  of  a 
very  high  standard.  This  has  relieved  the  previous  overloaded 
condition  at  the  adjacent  Caledonia  Works  as  well  as  providing  some 
measure  of  relief  at  the  Whittington  Hall  and  Whittington  House 
Sewage  Farms.  Sewage  from  the  Borough  is  now  mainly  treated  at  the 
Freehold  W orks,  although  there  is  still  some  flow  to  the  Caledonia 
and  the  Whittington  Sewage  Farms. 

A comprehensive  report,  with  a twenty-five  year  programme  of  trunk 
sewer  construction  and  extensions  to  sewage  treatment  works,  is  to  be 
prepared  by  consulting  engineers  appointed  by  the  Authority, 


FOOD  M/JNUFACTURE,  PREP  Jh.TION  AND  DISTRIBUTION 

Routine  inspection  of  food  premises,  including  cafes,  restaurants, 
canteens,  retail  shops  and  wholesale  premises  continued  throughout 
the  year.  During  the  second  half  of  the  year  a great  deal  of  time 
was  spent  inspecting  licensed  premises.  The  licensed  trade  has 
developed  many  traditional  practices  during  its  evolution,  some  of 
which  contrast  sharply  with  the  standard’s  of  hygiene  expected  in  food 
premises  today.  The  structure  of  many  of  these  premises  was  found  to 
be  neglected  in  places  and  although  a large  amount  of  money  had  often 
been  spent  on  the  parts  of  the  premises  open  to  the  public,; the  cellars 
and  rear  rooms  were  often  found  to  require  considerable  structural 
attention.  These  contraventions  of  the  regulations  were  pointed  out 
to  the  persons  controlling  the  premises  and  generally  they  were  attended 
to  quickly.  The  poor  structure  of  many  of  the  older  beer  cellars  was 
found  to  be  the  biggest  problem.  These  rooms  are  often  basically 
unsuitable  for  the  storage  of  any  food  or  drink  because  of  their  rough 
brickwork  and  inherent  dampness.  Where  the  walls  are  damp  and  covered 
with  mould  the  air  of  the  cellar  cannot  be  clean  and  since  each  time  a 
volume  of  beer  is  drawn  from  a barrel  an  equal  volume  of  cellar  air  is 
sucked  into  the  barrel,  it  is  not  surprising  that  there  is  often  a 
noticeable  variation  in  the  quality  of  the  beer  served  from  one 
establishment  to  another. 
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Problems  were  continually  being  experienced  during  the  year  as  the 
result  of  the  rapid  turnover  of  staff  in  the  larger  supermarkets. 

The  shop  floor  staff  are  often  young  with  little  experience  in  the 
food  trade  and  it  was  necessary  to  keep  a close  watch  on  these 
premises  to  ensure  that  both  management  and  staff  were  aware  of  the 
basic  principles  of  food  hygiene.  One  prosecution  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  against  the  proprietors  of  a food  busines  mainly 
supplying  the  local  immigrant  community  with  groceries,  vegetables, 
meat  and  poultry.  The  conditions  found  were  probably  due  to  a 
failure  to  appreciate  that  food  rooms  and  equipment  must  be  cleaned 
regularly  and  thoroughly.  There  was  an  improvement  in  standards 
following  visits  by  an  inspector  but  this  improvement  was  not 
maintained  for  ary  length  of  time. 

Bacteriological  tests  using  an  "agar  medium"  were  made  on  a number 
of  food  slicing  machines  at  retail  shops.  The  "agar  medium"  allows 
germs,  picked  up  from  surfaces  and  equipment  during  the  test  to  be 
grown  in  the  department's  incubator  and  the  cultures  are  then  shown 
to  food  handling  staff  24  hours  later.  In  this  way  staff  are  able  to 
see  germ  growth  found  on  a visually  clean  surface.  It  was  found  that 
this  method  made  far  more  impression  on  food  handlers  than  simply 
showing  then  a list  of  numbers  in  a laboratory  report. 

The  food  shops  in  The  Precinct  received  a great  deal  of  attention. 
Although  the  structure  of  these  premises  nay  be  first  class,  there 
is  always  a need  for  advisory  visits  to  ensure  that  food  handling 
and  cleanliness  is  up  to  standard. 


Pood  premises 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  1963:- 


butchers  35 
cafes  15 
fish  and  chips  16 
greengrocers  32 
grocers  103 
wholesalers  9 
bakehouses  1 
tobacconists 

and  newsagents  17 


confectionery 

(bread  and  sweets)  20 

fishmongers  (wet  only)  1 

school  canteens  25 

works  canteens  22 

hospital's  etc,  3 

licensed  premises 
(including  licensed 
restaurants)  74 
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Food  condemned 


frozen  foods 
canned  neat 

raw  neat  at  retail  shops 
raw  neat  at  slaughterhouses 


2 tons  10  cwts  37  lbs 


1 cwt  50  lbs 
13  cwts  28  lbs 
13  cwts  107  lbs 


The  large  amount  of  quick  frozen  foods  condemned  was  due  mainly 
to  refrigerator  breakdowns  at  supermarkets.  The  cabinets  used 
to  display  these  foods  sometimes  break  down  at  weekends  or  overnight 
and  the  contents  of  the  cabinet  rapidly  thaw.  The  shelf*  life  of 
these  products  is  very  short  once  they  have  thawed  and  as  they  should 
not  be  re-frozen  they  are  surrendered  for  destruction. 

C onplaint  s 

28  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  during  the  year.  These 
included  15  complaints  involving  foreign  objects  in  food,  and  7 complaints 
involving  mould  on  food.  In  every  case  the  complaint  was  investigated 
by  interviewing  the  retailers  and  manufacturers  concerned  and  by 
visiting  the  food  premises  involved. 

1 list  of  complaints  is  given  below;  legal  proceedings  we  re  taken  on 
only  one  occasion  - a cornish  pasty  x;as  sold  which  was  affected  by 
mould.  In  this  case,  and  in  the  majority  of  other  complaints  involving 
mould,  the  incident  was  due  to  poor  stock  rotation  at  the  retail  shop. 

The  importance  of  efficient  stock  rotation  to  ensure  that  the  oldest 
products  are  sold  first  is  continually  being  impressed  upon  retailers. 
Certain  foods,  such  as  apple  pies,  bread  and  open  meat  products  require 
special  attention.  Thorough  checks  should  be  made  daily  on  all 
perishable  foods  by  shop  staff. 

The  foreign  objects  found  in  food  could  usually  be  traced  back  to  the 
manufacturers.  The  materials  ranged  from  a piece  of  glass  in  a jar  of 
jam,  to  a South  African  grasshopper  in  a can  of  Cape  loganberries.  One 
of  the  more  unusual  complaints  involved  a number  of  eggs  which  smelt 
strongly  of  creosote  when  opened.  This  complaint  was  traced  to  the  farm 
at  which  a diesel  fuel  tank  had  been  leaking  near  to  a consignment  of 
eggs.  The  permeable  shell  of  the  eggs  had  absorbed  the  smell  of  the 
oil  and  all  the  eggs  in  this  consignment  were  eventually  traced  and 
withdrawn  from  sale. 
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The  complaints  received  were  as  follows 


decomposition  of  canned  minced  beef 

paper  in  sterilised  milk 

animal  hair  in  canned  stewed  steak 

discolouration  of  canned  corned  beef 

sediment  in  pasteurised  milk 

mould  on  bread  loaf 

mould  on  apple  turnover 

decomposition  of  frozen  chicken 

insect  in  canned  corned  beef 

insect  in  carton  of  yoghourt 

abnormal  tin  content  in  canned  tomatoes 

laxative  effect  allegedly  caused  by  orange  drink 

insect  in  canned  loganberries 

mould  on  apple  pie 

mould  in  bottle  of  sterilised  milk 

vegetable  grease  in  sliced  bread  loaf 

creosote  smell  in  eggs 

maggots  on  sliced  bacon 

dirty  milk  bottle 

insect  on  fresh  cabbage 

mould  on  cornish  pasty 

glass  in  strawberry  jam 

watery  sterilised  milk 

insect  in  sliced  bread  loaf 

discolouration  on  sliced  braised  beef 

brown  dough  in  white  bread  loaf 

animal  hair  in  steak  and  kidney  pie 

vegetable  grease  in  potato  crisps 

In  all  the  cases,  except  the  one  involving  the  cornish  pasty, 
warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  retailers  or  manufacturers  involved. 

The  number  of  complaints  involving  food  which  reach  the  department  is 
thought  to  be  but  a small  proportion  of  the  total  number  of  incidents 
which  occur  involving  mould  or  foreign  objects  in  food.  Any 
complaints  brought  to  the  department  are  thoroughly  investigated  and 
the  public  are  encouraged  to  use  this  service  since  a great  deal  of 
valuable  work  can  be  done  in  this  way  to  prevent  further  complaints 
arising  from  the  same  cause. 
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Sampling  of  food  and  drugs 


246  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted  to  the  public  analyst 
during  the  year  for  chemical  analysis;  the  samples  formed  a cross 
section  of  the  foods  available  to  the  public  with  special  attention 
being  given  to  new  products  and  products  to  which  new  legal 
standards  have  been  applied.  The  following  11  samples  were 


reported  as  unsatisfactory: - 

two  samples  of  instant  coffee  - 

• low  caffeine  content  - no 

statutory  standard. 

two  samples  of  soft  drinks 

low  caffeine  content  probably  due 

to  improved  methods  of  extraction 

of  soluble  solids  from  the  coffee 

bean  and  the  use  of  beans  with  a low 

caffeine  content. 

taken  from  a vending  machine 

the  samples  were  found  to  contain 

saccharin,  a permitted  artificial 

sweetener.  The  machine  did  not  dis- 
play a notice  informing  the  public 

that  this  sweetener  had  been  added; 

suitable  notices  are  now  displayed. 

blackcurrant  drink 

low  fruit  content;  repeat  sample 

satisfactory. 

product  labelled  "choc  dates" 

inferring  that  the  product  was  coated 

with  real  chocolate;  the  coating  was 

found  to  be  an  imitation  chocolate 

and  the  product  is  to  be  re-named  by 

the  manufacturers. 

brazil  nut  chocolate 

product  found  to  be  imitation 

chocolate;  product  withdrawn 

from  sale  by  the  retailers 

canned  strawberries  in  syrup  - 

density  of  syrup  below  the  re- 
commended standard;  repeat  sample 

found  to  be  satisfactory. 

sample  of  sausa,ge 

containing  preservative  ~ 

notice  to  this  effect  not  displayed 

in  the  shop  at  the  time  of  sale; 

a suitable  notice  is  now  displayed. 
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food 


number  examined 


almonds  3 
baking  pov.’der  1 
butter  14 
cheese  and  cheese  spread  10 
chocolate  confectionery  7 
coffee  7 
cooking  fats  and  oils  1 
flavourings  and  colourings  1 
fish  paste  3 
flour  and  flour  products  10 
fruit,  canned  14 
ice  cream  4 
jellies  3 
lard  4 
margarine  4 
marzipan  3 
meat  paste  2 
meat  products,  canned  11 
meat  products,  open  pack  18 
milk  20 
milk,  canned  2 
mine  ed  meat  3 
potato  products  3 
preserves  ’ 10 
sauce  mixes  10 
salad  cream  10 
sausage,  beef  1 
sausage , pork  7 
spices  3 
soft  drinks  21 
soups  6 
sugar  confectionery  5 
sweeteners,  artificial  1 
vegetables,  canned  7 
vinegar  7 
wines  and  spirits  3 
yoghourt  1 

drugs  and  medicine 

cough  mixture  2 
kaolin  mixture  1 
sodium  bicarbonate  B.P.  1 

total  246 
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Milk  sampling 


In  addition  to  twenty  samples  of  nnlk  submitted  to  the  public  analyst 
for  chemical  analysis,  eight  bottles  were  sent  to  the  public  health 
laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  One  sample  of  sterilised 
milk  was  found  to  contain  extraneous  water;  investigations  at  the 
dairy  failed  to  reveal  how  water  got  into  the  milk.  Repeat  samples 
from  the  same  dairy  were  satisfactory. 

Milk  distribution 

Seventy-seven  licences  have  now  been  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations,  1963,  far  the  sale  of  milk  from  shops  in 
the  Borough,  only  four  new  licences  being  applied  for  during  the  year. 

in  previous  years  all  the  milk  is  processed  e.nd/ or  bottled  outside 
the  Borough. 

Ice-cream 


Sixteen  samples  were  sent  to  the  public  health  laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination;  three  from  ice-cream  vans  and  thirteen 
from  shops  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  The  results  are 
given  below: - 


from  vans 
from  shops 


Grade  Grade  Grade  Grade 

1 II  III  IV 

2 1 - 

5 6 2 - 


Grades  I and  II  can  be  considered  satisfactory,  but  grades  III  and 
IV  indicate  careless  practice  in  manufacture  or  handling,  or  lack 
of  care  in  cleaning  the  machines  and  equipment.  Y/here  samples  were 
considered  to  be  unsatisfactory  advice  was  given  on  storage  and 
cleanliness;  further  samples  from  the  same  source  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 
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Meat  inspection 


There  are  four  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  Borough,  and  killing 
took  place  at  three  of  then  during  the  year.  Regular  slaughtering 
was  carried  out  at  each  place  usually  two  or  three  tinea  each  week. 
Inspections  of  all  carcases  and  offals  were  carried  out  whilst 
slaughtering  was  taking  place  or  immediately  after.  As  in  previous 
years  the  quality  of  animal's  killed  was  very  high  and  very  little 
diseased  neat  was  found.  One  pig  carcase  was  affected  by 
tuberculosis  and  two  sheep’s  hearts  by  cysticerci. 

Diseases  and  conditions  affecting  parts  or  organs  of  animals 
inspected: - 


■ disease  or  condition 

cattle 

pigs  sheep 

total 

abscess 

■ 

9 

3 3 

15 

ascaris 

- 

59  | 

59 

cirrhosis 

2 

- 

2 

echinococcus  cysts 

1 

\ 

1 

fasciolasis 

15 

44 

59 

parasites  (unidentified) 

- 

6 2 

8 

pericarditis 

1 

7 

8 

peritonitis 

1 

4 

5 

pleurisy 

2 

3 

5 

tuberculosis 

- 

1 

1 

hydronephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

lymphosarcoma 

1 

- 

1 

erysipelas 

- 

1 

1 

actinomycosis 

1 

- 

1 

emaciation 

- 

1 i 

1 

C. ovis 

- 

2 

2 

pneumonia 

3 

1 6 

19 

retention  cyst 

1 

1 

totals 

37 

103  51 

191 
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Details  of  aninals  slaughtered 


.5  cattle 
! excluding 
cows 

1 

cows 

pigs 

sheep 

calves 

1 

| animals  slaughtered  and  l 

| inspected  373 

| 

— 

840 

1,472 

— 

| all  diseases  except  tubercu- 

j I 

j losis  and  cyticercus  bovis 

- 

- 

- 

I i 

j a)  whole  carcase  condemned  1 

- 

1 

- 

b)  carcases  of  which  some  part; 

or  organ  was  condemned  33 

97 

55 

„ 

c)  percentage  of  number 

inspected  with  disease  j 9*1 

- 

11.6 

3.7 

- 

tuberculosis: 

a)  whole  carcase  condemned  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

b)  carcase  of  which  some  part  j 

or  organ  was  condemned 

\ 



- 

1 

- 

- 

cysticercosis: 

a)  whole  carcase  condemned  - 

j 

. 

b)  carcases  of  which  some  parti 

\ 

or  organ  was  condemned  i 

- 

- 

2 

- 

c)  carcases  subjected  to 

refrigeration 

| 

[ 
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WORKING-  CONDITIONS  IN  OFFICES  .FID  SHOPS 


G-enerally,  the  conditions  found  in  offices  and  shops  covered  by  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  19 63,  were  good.  A large 
number  of  contraventions  of  the  regulations  were  mainly  found  in 
food  premises  where  combined  inspections  under  this  Act  and  under 
the  Food  Hygiene  (G-eneral)  Regulations,  i960,  were  carried  out. 
Plans  of  new  buildings  and  the  reconstruction  of  existing 
buildings  likely  to  be  covered  by  the  Act  were  examined  in  detail 
when  plans  were  submitted  for  planning  or  building  regulation 
purposes  and  in  this  way  advice  on  the  requirements  of  the  Act  was 
given  at  the  planning  stage. 

A surprising  number  of  employers  still  seem  to  be  unaware  of  the 
Act  or  the  requirement  to  register  their  premises.  It  was 
necessary  to  visit  new  premises  soon  after  opening  to  find  out 
whether  or  not  they  were  covered  by  the  Act;  advice  was  given 
where  necessary  on  registration  and  compliance.  It  is  intended 
to  carry  out  a complete  survey  of  the  trade  premises  in  the 
Borough  in  the  coming  year,  to  ensure  that  all  premises  covered 
by  the  Act  are  registered. 
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Registered  premises  and  general  inspections 


1 

number  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year. 

number  of  regis- 
tered premises 
at  end  of  year. 

number  of  premises 
receiving  a general 
inspection  during 
year. 

i 

class  of  premises 

retail  shops 

22 

221 

00 

3 

offices 

5 

65 

7 

wholesale  shops  and 
warehouses 

1 

9 

5 

catering 

establishments 

3 

55 

45 

fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

totals 

31 

0 I 

LO\  | 

I 

205 

number  of  contraventions  of  the  Act  found 


cleanliness  18 
overcrowding  nil 
temperature  22 
ventilation  3 
lighting  6 
sanitary  conveniences  13 
supply  of  drinking  water  nil 
washing  facilities  17 
clothing  accommodation  nil 
sitting  facilities  nil 
seats  (sed.  workers)  nil 
eating  facilities  nil 
floors,  passages  and  stairs  16 
fencing  exposed  parts  of  machinery  nil 
first  aid  11 
other  matters  34 

total  140 
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Reported  accidents  on  registered  prenises 


number 

action 

taken 

reported  and 

inf ornal 

no 

work  place 

investigated 

advice 

action  1 

| 

offices 

I 

| 

retail  shops 

6 

3 

4 j 

wholesale  warehouses 

2 

- 

2 

catering  establishments 

*3. 

- 

- 

I fuel  storage 

— 

— 

totals 

9 

3 

6 

Cause  of  accidents 


! place 

cause 

retail  shops 

j j 

j 

use  of  hand  tool  (2  cases) 
handling  goods  (2  cases) 
struck  by  falling  object  (l  case) 
use  of  machinery  (l  case) 

' catering  establishments 

fall  (l  case) 

| warehouse 

handling  of  goods  (2  cases) 

All  accidents  were  investigated  to  find  out  whether  any  of  then 
could  have  been  avoided.  In  only  one  case,  involving  the  use  of 
a cooked  neat  slicing  machine,  could  the  accilent  have  been 
foreseen  and  prevented. 
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AIR  POLLUTION 


Domestic  snoke  control 

No  snoke  control  orders  were  nade  during  1968  because  of  the 
economic  situation;  this  neant  that  no  orders  cane  into 
operation  during  1969® 

Two  orders  were  nade  in  1969  - the  Halesowen  Nos.  30  and  31  Snoke 
Control  Orders  covering  a total  of  353  acres  and  including  1,319 
dwelling  houses,  45  connercial  premises,  3 industrial  prenises, 
and  7 other  prenises.  It  was  originally  intended  that  both 
orders  should  cone  into  operation  during  1970  and  they  were,  in 
fact,  confirmed  by  the  Minister  to  cone  into  operation  during  that 
year,  but  in  December  1969,  the  Solid  Snokeless  Fuels  Federation 
asked  the  Council  to  defer  the  operative  date  of  the  No.  31  order 
until  after  the  spring  of  1971*  The  Federation  were  concerned 
about  a possible  shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuel  during  the 
winter  of  1970/71,  and  the  Council  did  decide  to  delay  the 
operative  date  of  the  No.  31  order  until  the  1st  July  1971® 

The  economic  situation  followed  by  the  uncertainties  of  the  solid 
fuel  position  during  the  winter  of  1970/71  has  neant  that  the  snoke 
control  programme  is  now  running  behind  schedule  and  it  is  unlikely 
that  the  whole  of  the  Borough  will  be  covered  by  orders  until  the 
late  70' s. 

The  following  tables  show  the  progress  achieved  by  December,  1969: 
Smoke  control  programme 


dwel lings 


acreage 


covered  by  orders  operative  or 
confirmed  at  31st  December,  1969 


8,970 


3,259 


orders  becoming  operative  during  1970 


305 


139 


estimated  addition  covered  by 
orders  to  be  made  during  1970 


679 


68 


final  objective  for  whole 
of  the  Borough 


18,376 


5,237 
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order 

operative 

date 

dwellings 

acreage 

Lapal  No.  1 

Nov.  I96I 

489 

82 

Highfields  No.  1 

Oct.  1961 

93 

3 

How  ley  Grange  No.  1 

Jan.  1962 

373 

37 

Central  No.  1 

Nov.  1962 

57 

5 

Central  No.  2 

Nov.  1962 

14 

2 

Long  Innage 

Nov.  1962 

50 

5 

Dencil  Close 

Nov.  1962 

54 

4 

Holcroft  Road 

Nov.  1962 

24 

3 

Bath  Meadow 

Nov.  1962 

70 

4 

Furlong  Lane 

Nov.  1962 

30 

2 

Central  No.  3 

Dec.  1962 

339 

19 

Central  No.  4 

Apr.  1963 

31 

2 

Hawne  No.  1 

Apr.  n963 

8 

1 

No.  14  Cradley  Fields 

July  1963 

22 

3 

No.  13  Hope  Street 

May  1963 

65 

5 

No.  16  Cocksheds  Farn 

May  1963 

20 

2 

No.  17  Spring  Street 

Sept.  1963 

38 

5 

No.  18  Hayley  Green 

Nov.  1963 

1,047 

520 

No.  19  Colley  Gate 

Nov.  1963 

36 

3 

No.  20  Colley  Gate 

July  1964 

35 

3 

No.  21  Hashury 

June  1964 

51 

301 

No.  22 

July  1965 

1,135 

322 

No.  23  Lapal 

Nov.  1964 

554 

87 

No.  24 

July  1966 

578 

81 

No.  25 

Oct.  1967 

978 

1,181 

No.  26 

July  1966 

71 

6 

No.  27 

June  1967 

1 33 

13 

No.  28 

Aug.  1963 

1,191 

192 

No.  29 

Oct.  1968 

63 

13 

No.  30 

June  1970 

7 05 

139 

No.  31 

July  1971 

1,014 

214 

totals 

8,970 

3,259 

Progress  at  31st  December,  1969 


j 

National 

T/est 

Midlands 

Halesowen 

percentage  acreage  covered 
by  confirmed  smoke  control 

1 areas 

(black  areas) 

42.7 

32.7 

62.0 

percentage  dwellings  included 
in  confirmed  smoke  control 

areas 

( olack  areas) 

32.5 

35.12 

j 

43.5 

Gas  is  still  the  first  choice  of  most  of  the  residents  in  smoke  control 
areas  although  the  analysis  of  the  No.  30  order  shows  a slightly  lower 
share  of  conversions  to  gas  and  solid  fuel  and  a rise  in  conversions  to 
heating  by  electricity.  This  is  because  of  the  removal  of  the  desig- 
nation of  direct  acting  electric  appliances. 


Fireplace  conversions  in  smoke  control  areas  (percentages) 


smcke  control  order 

gas 

electricity 

solid 

smokeless 

fuel 

oil 

No.  18  (operative  date  2/ 10/63 ) 

2 

9 

89 

No.  25  (operative  date  I/IO/67) 

63 

3 

34 

j 

No.  28  (operative  date  l/Q/68 ) 

56.5 

5 

38 

0.5 

No.  30  (operative  date  1/6/70) 

47.7 

18.7 

33.6 

i 
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Industrial  air  pollution 


The  industrial  scene  as  far  as  air  pollution  was  concerned  showed 
little  change  over  previous  year®.  The  trend  of  snail  foundries 
closing  down  continued  with  the  closure  of  one  snail  foundry  which 
had  been  asked  to  consider  more  satisfactory  neans  of  cupola  gas 
cleaning.  During  19&9  three  other  foundries  were  asked  to  give 
consideration  to  this  problem  and  one  firm  placed  the  natter  in 
the  hands  of  consultants. 

Frequently  the  problens  arising  are  old  problems  which  have  never 
been  so  severe  as  to  be  classed  as  statutory  nuisances  to  enable 
legal  action  to  be  taken  and  as  such  much  has  depended  on  the  out- 
look of  the  managenent  as  to  what  remedial  measures  are  carried 
out.  Where  only  temporary  measures  are  carried  out  the  problem 
eventually  recurs  and  tine  has  to  be  spent  coaxing  management  into 
action. 

The  other  principal  problems  are  frequently  caused  by  lack  of 
maintenance  resulting  in  either  complete  failure  or  deterioration 
of  plant,  ii  fairly  persistent  source  of  trouble,  particularly 
during  the  summer  months,  was  from  a concrete  batching  plant. 


The  measurement  of  air  pollution 

The  two  stations  sampling  air  for  smoke  and  SC^  concentration  have 
continued  in  use,  the  eight  port  valves  installed  last  year  func- 
tioning satisfactorily.  The  following  graphs  continue  to  indicate 
a steady  decline  in  both  smoke  and  suuphur  dioxide  concentrations, 
the  reduction  in  smoke  being  in  the  main  due  to  a fall  off  in  the 
use  of  bituminous  coal  due  to  personal  choice  and  to  the  effect  of 
smoke  control. 
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Average  Daily  Smoke  Cone. 
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Noise  control 


The  problem  of  noise  control  is  probably  mere  affected  by  planning 
than  are  the  other  forms  of  air  pollution.  Whereas,  smoke  and 
fume  will  spread  over  a large  area  the  problems  of  noise  and 
vibration  are  much  more  limited  to  the  vicinity  of  the  source. 

This  means  that  planning  is  of  very  great  value  in  the  reduction 
of  nuisance  from  inherently  noisy  premises  and  planning  poxvers 
must  be  used  thoughtfully  in  this  context. 

As  with  other  forms  of  air  pollution,  noise  problems  are 
frequently  caused  by  lack  of  plant  maintenance;  a dry  bearing, 
barely  audible  during  the  daytime,  can  keep  the  neighbourhood 
awake  when  running  in  the  dead  of  night.  Similarly,  lack  of 
forethought  ?;hen  installing  new  machinery  can  waste  time  not  only 
for  the  public  health  inspector  but  also  for  the  firm  themselves. 
Resilient  mountings  installed  with  a new  machine  not  only  help  to 
reduce  vibrations  to  an  acceptable  level  from  the  beginning  but 
also  save  the  industrialist  money  in  the  long  term,  as  the  machine 
does  not  have  to  be  put  out  of  production  when  mountings  have  to  be 
inserted  on  existing  plant  as  a result  of  justifiable  complaint. 

The  service  of  statutory  notices  has  only  been  necessary  on  two 
occasions  both  arising  from  the  installation  of  additional 
machinery.  In  the  first  case  an  80  ton  press  was  put  in  without 
proper  mountings  in  a workshop  adjacent  to r esidential  development 
and  in  the  second  case  three  heavy  lathes  were  installed  adjacent 
to  the  party  wall  of  a house  when  they  could  without  any  incon- 
venience have  been  installed  in  another  workshop  within  the  factory. 
In  both  cases  the  notices  v*rere  complied  with. 

In  addition  to  noise  from  factory  premises  a discotheque  in  a 
church  hall  gave  rise  to  a petition  being  received  by  the 
department.  On  the  advice  of  the  department  temporary  shutters 
were  made  for  the  windows,  and  the  windows  facing  the  nearest 
houses  kept  closed. 
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The  problen  of  night  work  at  factories  was  much  in  evidence  during 
1969.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  where  noise  originates  from  fans 
or  machinery,  the  remedy  is  usually  obvious  and  provided 
management  are  prepared  to  spend  money  the  problem  can  be  solved. 
In  a nunber  of  cases,  however,  the  noise  originates  from  workmen 
carelessly  handling  equipment  and  making  much  more  noise  than  is 
necessary.  This  situation  is  much  more  difficult  to  deal  with 
and  is  a problem  of  management,  as  all  too  frequently  any 
instructions  given  are  soon  forgotten. 


CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  1967 


Abandoned  Vehicles 

A private  contractor  now  removes  vehicles  which  are  abandoned 
in  the  Borough  and  during  19&9  sixteen  cars  or  vans  were 
removed.  Many  of  the  vehicles  were  removed  from  service  roads 
and  parking  areas  of  the  Council’s  housing  developments  and  it 
seems  likely  that  vehicles  will  have  to  be  moved  from  these 
places  regularly. 
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Refuse  collection  and  disposal 


Household  refuse  continued  to  be  collected  on  the  basis  of  six 
teams,  four  of  five  men  and  two  of  four  men.  The  changeover 
from  fore  and  aft  tipping  vehicles  to  compaction  vehicles 
continued,  the  vehicle  replacement  programme  allowing  for  the 
purchase  of  one.  new  vehicle  each  year.  ..part  from  bank  holiday 
periods  a weekly  collection  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

During  the  year  a bulk  container  vehicle  capable  of  handling 
containers  up  to  10  cu.  yds.  was  purchased.  This  vehicle  is 
being  used  to  facilitate  the  collection  of  trade  waste  from 
some  of  the  larger  waste  producers  in  the  Borough.  In  addition 
to  this  service  trade  waste  continued  to  be  stored  and  collected 
from  other  premises  by  means  of  the  ordinary  dustbin  and  1^  cu.  yd. 
containers,, 

The  bulk  container  vehicle  is  also  used  to  enable  the  authority 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  containers 
being  placed  at  vantage  points  in  the  Borough,  for  use  by  the 
general  public.  A service  using  this  vehicle  is  also  provided 
wherety  householders  may  have  bulky  articles  of  household  refuse 
collected  on  payment  of  a nominal  charge.  No  difficulty  has  yet 
been  countered  in  disposing  of  scrap  cars  as  waste  metal  traders 
in  the  area  are  prepared  to  collect  and  dispose  of  these  without 
charge. 

Planning  continued  during  the  year,  for  the  provision  of  an 
incinerator  to  serve  the  boroughs  of  Halesowen  and  Stourbridge. 

In  the  meantime  Stourbridge  commenced  using  the  refuse  tip  at 
Halesowen.  The  additional  quantity  of  refuse  will  necessitate  some 
re-organization  of  the  labour  resources  and  in  the  near  future  a 
complete  work  study  appraisal  of  both  collection  and  disposal 
services  is  planned. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  COSTING  RETURN 
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Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  (including  salvage)  for  each  premises:  per  week  14»56d. 


OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


10.  Area  (statute  acres)  5*237 

11.  Population  at  30th  June,  1969 

(Registrar-General* s Estimate).  51*930 

12.  Total  refuse  collected  (tons)  12,465 

13*  Percentage  of  total  .refuse  collected 

(tons)  weighed  21 

14«  Weight  (cuts.)  per  1,000  population 

per  day  (365  days  to  year)  13 «2 

13«  Number  of  premises  from  ?;hich  refuse 

is  collected  20,957 

l6.  Premises  from  which  collections  are  made 

at  least  once  weekly  (%)  100 

17»  Average  haul,  single  journey  to  final  disposal 

point  (miles)  2.5 

l8.  Kerbside  collection  expressed  as  estimated 
percentage  of  total 

19*  Total  refuse  disposal  of  (tons)  13*165 

20.  Methods  of  disposal  (salvage  excluded)  - 

controlled  tipping  {%)  100 


VEHICLE  REPLIES  AND  MAINTENANCE 


The  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  council' s vehicles  is  carried 
out  by  the  vehicle  repair  and  maintenance  section  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  staff  consists  of  one  foreman,  one  engineering  craftsman, 
one  skilled  garage  attendant  and  one  apprentice. 


By  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  vehicles  were  being  repaired 
and  serviced 


Public  Health  Department 

9 refuse  freighters 
3 vans 

1 Austin  Gypsy 

2 tractors 

1 official  car 


Housing  Repairs  Department 

5 vans 
3 trucks 


Highways  Department 

2 road  rollers 

3 road  sweepers 
2 gully  emp tiers 

4 trucks 
2 vans 

1 compressor 
1 vibrator 

Parks  Department 

1 van 

2 tractors 
i truck 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 
(Factories  Act,  l96l) 


# 


l 


f 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS  1928  and  1936 


During  1969,  99  premises  were  licensed  to  store  petroleum 
or  petroleum  mixtures. 

RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1964 

One  licence  was  issued  authorising  the  use  of  premises  in 
accordance  with  the  above  mentioned  Act. 

DRAINAGE 

Clearing  of  obstructed  drains  at  private  dwellings  is 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department  workmen  as 
a free  service  to  the  public. 

Total  number  of  obstructions  cleared  in  1 9^9  - 224 
RODENT  CONTROL 

Infestations  are  dealt  with  following  complaints  and  each 
complaint  may  require  several  visits.  There  was  a decrease 
in  complaints  from  domestic  premises  but  an  increse  from 
industrial  premises  compared  \7ith  1968. 

Number  of  complaints  from  domestic  premises  - 280 

Number  of  complaints  from  industrial  premises  - ~J2 


332 
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RECORD  OP  VISITS  AMD  INSPECTIONS 


# 

Public  Health  Acts 

, drainage,  public  sewers  and  drains  412 

Nuisances 

premises  432 

keeping  of  animals  42 

dust  or  effluvia  308 

Public  cleansing 

dustbins,  salvage,  trade  waste  48 

tips  and  accumulations  68 

Civic  Amenities  Act  123 


Verminous  premises 


council  houses  28 

other  houses  31 

moveable  dwellings  79 

watercourses  and  streams  7 

infectious  diseases  40 

4 

Housing  Acts 

, number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  77 

houses  in  multiple  occupation  2 

individual  unfit  76 

slum  clearance  2,224 

improvement  grants  984 

housing  survey  1,947 

Clean  Air  Act 

smoke  nuisances  59 

observations  75 

visits  to  plants  51 

atmospheric  pollution  measurements  48 

smoke  control  areas  971 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

noise  control  visits  and  measurements  231 

Factories  Acts 

factories  with  power  118 

outworkers  2 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  178 


Shops  Act 
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Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts 


222 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  248 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  (Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  etc.) 
butchers  73 

bakehouses  1 

cafes,  canteens,  etc.  73 

fishmongers,  poulterers  4 

fried  fish  shops  23 

food  preparation  premises  7 

greengrocers,  fruiterers  29 

grocers  139 

ice-cream  premises  7 

markets  14 

slaughterhouses  283 

other  food  premises  39 

licensed  premises  54 

school  canteens  12 

street  vendors  15 

Food  complaints  42 

Food  condemnation  24 

Food  and  Drug  sampling  199 

Land  charges  968 

Miscellaneous  120 
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